
 

Texas Pedestrian Safety Coalition Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, September 29, 2026 

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

 

Welcome and Introductions – 

Ben Ettelman welcomed participants and introduced the TPSC team. He noted the coalition will 
increasingly broaden its discussions beyond pedestrians to include vulnerable road users as a 
whole, consistent with NHTSA assessment recommendations and other statewide transportation 
safety efforts.  Micromobility was identified as an emerging priority because of the rapid growth of 
e-bikes and e-scooters and their interaction with pedestrians. 

2026 National Pedestrian Safety Month  
Speaker: Michael Teran, Statewide Program Manager, Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) 
Contact information: Michael.Teran@txdot.gov 
 
TxDOT’s “Be Safe. Drive Smart. Be Safe. Walk Smart” Pedestrian Safety Campaign 

The Campaign will run October 24 - November14. It has shifted later this year to coincide with the 
end of daylight-saving time and Halloween. The statewide campaign will go to all 25 TxDOT 
districts. Outreach will include television, radio, billboards, transit advertising, digital and social 
media, with materials available in English and Spanish. Streat teams wearing walking billboards 
will focus on areas where the crashes have been the highest. Street teams will also gather 
feedback from the public and distribute reflective “Be Safe. Walk Smart.” wristbands. Printed 
outreach material will be handed out at street events. Michael answered questions from the group. 

Trends in Pedestrian and Micromobility Injuries 
Speaker: Caitlin Currer, Trauma Injury Prevention Coordinator, St. David’s Medical Center 
Contact Information: Caitlin.currer@stdavids.com 
 
Micromobility – A new mechanism of injury to trauma 
 
St. David’s has seen a substantial increase in trauma associated with micromobility devices, with 
micromobility injuries recently exceeding motorcycle injuries. While improved medical coding may 
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account for part of the increase, trauma staff are also seeing a genuine rise in serious injuries, 
including traumatic brain injuries, spinal injuries, facial and mandibular fractures, and extremity 
fractures. Older e-bike riders may face especially serious consequences from falls, including 
spinal and rib injuries, while some scooter-related trauma involves alcohol use and lack of helmet 
use. Prevention challenges include increasing helmet use, reaching younger riders through 
effective communication channels, educating parents and purchasers about different types of e-
bikes, and improving infrastructure. Participants also discussed the risks micromobility devices 
can pose to blind pedestrians and others using shared spaces, along with possible strategies such 
as rider education, earlier safety education for children, community level policies, and clearer 
restrictions for higher speed devices. The discussion also highlighted the need for better 
terminology and data, particularly the importance of distinguishing e-bikes from e-motos, which 
can travel at much higher speeds. Inconsistent identification of device types by first responders 
and medical personnel may also contribute to underreporting or misclassification of micromobility 
crashes.  

A National Comparison of Injuries from Micromobility Devices 
Hannah N. Younes, Senior Research Specialist, Alan M. Voorhees Transportation Center at the 
Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy, Rutgers University - hny3@ejb.rutgers.edu 

Comparing injuries from e-scooters, e-bikes, and bicycles in the United States 

Micromobility laws and classifications vary considerably among states, and New Jersey was 
discussed as an example of a state that recently adopted stricter e-bike requirements, including 
licensing and registration. The experience highlighted the importance of involving advocates and 
transportation experts before implementing new regulations. Research examining approximately 
14,000 micromobility injuries from a national sample of about 100 hospitals found that e-bike 
injuries increased substantially between 2021 and 2022 and continued to rise in later data, while 
bicycle injury levels remained comparatively stable. About 26% of bicycle injuries, 23% of e-
scooter injuries, and 33% of e-bike injuries involved motor vehicles, and common injuries across 
modes included head and facial injuries, fractures, and contusions. Older age, being male, alcohol 
or substance involvement, and involvement of a motor vehicle were associated with a greater 
likelihood of hospital admission; however, after controlling for those factors, the specific 
micromobility mode was not a major predictor of admission. The discussion also noted that police 
crash records may miss many micromobility injuries because they typically capture incidents 
involving motor vehicles, while many injuries result from falls or other single-device events. 
Participants also raised concerns about unintended consequences of broad regulations, 
particularly for people who rely on e-bikes because of disability, transportation access, or financial 
constraints, and agreed that micromobility safety will likely remain an important topic for the 
coalition. 

Open access paper: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2950105925000051 
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Coalition Activities for Upcoming Grant Year  

forum will look different (moved to traffic safety conference/summit), use coalition meetings for 
panel discussion, school health advisory committee presentations suggested by Amanda Watson – 
we provide 

11:10 – 11:15:  Update on Pedestrian Safety Task Force – met twice, provided input on 
action plan,  

 

Stakeholder Updates  
Heyden Walker – A week without driving  challenge 

Adjourn 
 

Resources shared – 
Austin City Council, mobility Committee spoke to this issue 
https://www.austintexas.gov/council/2026/20260903-mobc 

AAA -Ebike/scooter safety/education campaign?  Hannah Younes: 
https://content.presspage.com/uploads/2983/f029aac0-f3a4-4592-aebe-... | Texas 
Pedestrian Safety Coalition Meeting | Microsoft Teams 

?? Handbook - https://www.sonomasaferoutes.org/sites/default/files/sonoma_county_e-
bike_handbook_english_june2026… 

Open access paper – Hannah Younes, PhD: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2950105925000051 

Week Without Driving (Oct 1-8, starting this week!) and how to sign up: Join Us! | Week 
Without Driving: October 1-8, 2026 

Walk Bike Safe TX has a few videos on YouTube (Driving safely around e-bikes and E-bike safety) 
and please share our @walkbikesafetx Instagram and X posts with safety messaging and laws 
where we're covering safety for all types of vulnerable road users. Videos - Walk. Bike. Safe. 

https://www.austintexas.gov/council/2026/20260903-mobc
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/message/19:meeting_ZmFkZDMyZjktNDM4Zi00NzIwLTk1MmMtNjVjMmY3NzdjMWIz@thread.v2/1790696299336?context=%7B%22contextType%22%3A%22chat%22%7D
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https://www.sonomasaferoutes.org/sites/default/files/sonoma_county_e-bike_handbook_english_june2026_0.pdf
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2950105925000051
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https://www.walkbikesafetexas.org/videos/#bicyclists


Walk. Bike. Safe. Instagram page - https://www.instagram.com/walkbikesafetx/ 

Meeting Chat 
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