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Texas Pedestrian Safety Coalition Meeting 
August 20, 2026  

Welcome and Introductions 
Ben started the coalition meeting by briefly introducing himself and the team, then 
welcomed the day's presenters: Gaby Kolodzy, assistant research scientist at Texas 
Transportation Institute, and Taylor Hunter, regional data planner at Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization. 

2026 Texas Pedestrian Safety Forum Recap 
Ben shared a recap of the 2026 Texas Pedestrian Safety Forum, which took place on May 6 
in Austin, Texas. He shared a chart summarizing session ratings, ranging from "extremely 
useful" to "not at all useful." All sessions received positive feedback, with seven sessions 
rated as "extremely useful," one as "very useful," and another as "moderately useful." One 
session also received both "extremely useful" and "very useful" ratings. Ben noted that in-
person conversations throughout the forum were overwhelmingly positive. Looking ahead, 
Ben announced that next year’s forum will not be held as a standalone event, rather it will 
be folded into the Traffic Safety Conference, and the coalition will be instrumental in 
organizing the non-motorized track of the conference. 
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Speaker: Statewide Update on Youth Pedestrian Crashes 
by Gaby Kolodzy, Assistant Research Scientist, TTI. 
Youth Pedestrian Crashes in Texas & Education Support  

The presentation included data on the Count of Youth Pedestrian Involved Fatal Crashes 
and Serious Injury Crashes in Texas from 2021 to 2025, specifically focusing on three age 
groups: 10–14-year-olds, 15–19-year-olds, and 20–25-year-olds. Attendees learned how 
this crash data informs safety strategies and campus initiatives. To explore these topics 
further, a Zoom meeting titled “From TX Crash Data to Campus Action: Prioritizing Youth 
Safety Where It Counts” is scheduled for Thursday, August 27, 2026, at 1:00pm CST, where 
participants can delve into actionable steps for enhancing youth pedestrian safety. 
Additionally, Gaby provided an overview of “U in the Driver’s Seat”—a free traffic safety 
program designed for colleges and universities to proactively encourage safer driving 
behaviors among students. Attendees were encouraged to join these programs to actively 
participate in promoting youth safety and making a positive impact within their 
communities. 

 

Email: g-kolodzy@tti.tamu.edu  

mailto:g-kolodzy@tti.tamu.edu
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Enhancing Youth Pedestrian Safety with Schoolpool by 
Taylor Hunter, Regional Data Planner | Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization 

Taylor Hunter presented the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization's (CAMPO) 
Schoolpool program, a transportation program designed for the Austin region that focuses 
on facilitating carpooling for schools. CAMPO supports Schoolpool by offering a FREE 
online platform, marketing materials in both English and Spanish for school administration 
and parents and dedicated technical support to ensure smooth implementation. 
Schoolpool is relatively new in the Austin area, though it builds on over a decade of proven 
success from similar programs nationwide. Each participating school receives a unique, 
private sign-up link—accessible only to its families and not the general public—for 
registration and communication through MyCommuteSolutions.com, which is managed by 
CAMPO. This online tool allows families to connect directly with others at their school, 
while the schools themselves are not required to manage or facilitate sign-ups or carpool 
connections. All questions and support requests are directed to CAMPO for streamlined 
assistance. 

Email: taylor.hunter@campotexas.org or schoolpool@campotexas.org for more 
information. 

Update on Texas Pedestrian Safety Task Force 

The Texas Pedestrian Safety Task Force has a meeting scheduled for August, with an 
additional meeting planned for September. These meetings will focus on establishing the 
task force's vision, structure, and membership. During the September meeting, attendees 
will review progress and implementation plans for the NHTSA Assessment 
Recommendations. There remains an opportunity for broader participation, and more 
information will be provided in the coming weeks. The task force will continue to build on 
the success of the NHTSA Pedestrian and Bicycle Assessment, working collaboratively to 
advance pedestrian and bicycle safety initiatives across Texas. 

Stakeholder Updates 
• Neal Johnson shared the following: The results of TTI's 2026 Survey of Texans on 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety are available. Here's a link to the summary 
infographic: https://www.walkbikesafetexas.org/wp-

mailto:taylor.hunter@campotexas.org
mailto:schoolpool@campotexas.org
https://www.walkbikesafetexas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Safety-Survey-Infographic_2026_v2.pdf
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content/uploads/2026/08/Safety-Survey-Infographic_2026_v2.pdf Full report is 
available here: https://www.walkbikesafetexas.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/07/Ped.Bike-Survey-Results-Report_FY26_FINAL.pdf 

Upcoming News: 
• Webinar on August 26, 1:30 – 2:30: What does Texas’ New Sidewalk User Law Really 

Mean? 

 

• Mid-September: Webinar from Insurance Institute for Highway Safety about current 
research on vehicle design and pedestrian safety (Date TBA).  

https://www.walkbikesafetexas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Safety-Survey-Infographic_2026_v2.pdf
https://www.walkbikesafetexas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Ped.Bike-Survey-Results-Report_FY26_FINAL.pdf
https://www.walkbikesafetexas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Ped.Bike-Survey-Results-Report_FY26_FINAL.pdf
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• Late September: Webinar on ACTIONetwork, implementation process for TxDOT’s 
Statewide Active Transportation Plan (Date TBA). 

• September 29, 10:00 – 11:30, Pedestrian Safety Coalition Meeting 

•  

Meeting Chat 
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