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Ettelman, Ben   0:06
I think they found it. OK. So yeah, we'll get started in just just a couple minutes, let everybody get a chance to get in and get settled and then we will operate into the call.
[image: ]
HB   1:55
Great.
Yeah, already.
[image: ]
Ettelman, Ben   2:26
Okie doke. So it's about 3 past and we're gonna go ahead and jump right in.
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HB   2:28
You can hear me.
OK, I'll do it with you.
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Ettelman, Ben   2:32
Sole, can you help me identify the person that's?
[image: ]
HB   2:35
Thank you.
[image: ]
Ettelman, Ben   2:39
Not muted, I don't see.
Anyone in the attendee list?
For for those, for those listening in, if you could go ahead and mute yourself, I appreciate it. Thank you so like. So my name is Ben Edelman. I am the lead of the Texas Pedestrian Safety Coalition today.
We have our our final coalition meeting of this grant year. We our grant year does run through the end of September. So we went right up to the wire and that is primarily due to the fact that we are just wrapping up getting the results.
Of the NITSA Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Assessment. And so today's meeting is going to be focused quite quite a bit on.
Quite a bit on the the assessment and I know everybody is eager to hear about the the outcome and the results. So we'll we'll very briefly do our our welcome and introductions and I will do a a quick overview of the process. Many of you folks have heard it, so I'll be as brief as possible, but just.
For anyone who who who hasn't had a chance to kind of understand the process to date, I'll I'll provide a quick overview and then we'll talk a little bit about the results. And then each of our subcommittee leads and I'll introduce each of those individuals will provide an overview of the priority recommendations.
As well as share, share some of the the, the, the key stakeholders that that that were really instrumental in in helping us complete complete the assessment. And then finally we'll talk about next steps for our Texas Pedestrian Safety Task Force in the.
Coming grant year. So with that, if I could ask everyone just to pop in the chat their name and the organization. I know I typically try to do something fun. I was thinking before the meeting what what I could ask about and honestly I think we just have so much to cover. I'm just going to jump right in. But if if everyone could just do me a favor.
Just pop their name and their their name and their organization in the chat. That would be great for our notes. We really appreciate it. We have a really great number of folks on today. We have about 78 folks, so it would be good to just get an idea of the range.
Of of of of folks that we have on. So I am going to jump in and give a a quick overview. So again we we completed, we actually had yesterday the the final state briefing from NHTSA and the independent assessors with.
The Texas Department of Transportation the the results of the of the 2025 NHTSA Pedestrian Bicycle Safety Program Safety Assessment and so a quick overview on the process.
There are 66 program areas. The state collects information and provides those to independent assessors who review that information and and and kind of evaluate how the state is performing in terms of those six key program areas.
And then they we actually had our six independent interviewers as well or six independent assessors as well as as well as the the report editor come to Austin in the beginning of August and conduct on-site interviews with select stakeholders to.
To kind of do a deep dive into each of these program areas. Then towards the end of October, towards the end of August and the beginning of September, the assessors were drafting the final report. TxDOT reviewed the final report, provides some comments and then the the final report and briefing as I mentioned the.
Or.
The briefing was yesterday and the report is still being worked on. So that's one of the things I'm going to come out right right up front and say the report is not yet available. It should be very soon. We will certainly let folks know NHTSA is still making the the, the, the putting the final touches on the the.
Final report, but it is it. It should be coming, I would say within the next week.
So for those unaware, the six key program areas, program management, education, engineering, enforcement or emergency response and accessibility. So these are the areas that we really conducted a deep dive on.
With our assessors and and and our stakeholders and the the way that we kind of approached providing these this this information is and again many of you have seen this slide but for those that haven't you know we we structured our task force to really be the stakeholder group.
That we pulled individuals from to create several subcommittees in order to in order to to answer the questions that were provided by NHTSA. NHTSA provided a total of 108 questions that we had to provide.
Documentation as well as a summary of the answer. So there was a lot of work that went into this effort and I'll show the schedule here briefly, but our task force in this past year was instrumental in helping us compile and.
Collect all of this information, whether it was answers that they could provide or if they worked with with some folks from many folks from text dot to to collect a lot of data.
And very briefly the the the the process that we followed. I mentioned this kind of briefly but but this is this year we we kind of started in March. So we started as early as possible identifying subcommittee members. We had two two subcommittee meetings.
Meetings for each of our for each of our program areas. And then in the beginning of June through July 3rd was when we actually went through the process of collecting and entering the answers to each of those 108 questions.
Into a portal that NHTSA has developed with the help of a VHB to to provide the the the the the the data collection and and the responses to each of those questions. So major lift.
I we we have a bunch of names that we're going to tip our cap to, but up front I just want to talk. I just want to very briefly mention just how appreciative we are of all of the work that went into that June time frame. You know it's it's it's a tough time folks are you know taking taking vacation schools.
Ending it it was a it was a a very intense month but and I'll talk a bit about the the the feedback that we received from the assessors. But I can just say upfront thank you to all those that participated, all those that are on this call that participated and.
And really, we knocked it out of the park and a little bit more on that later. Between July 4th and the end of August, the assessors reviewed the responses. Early August, they traveled to Austin and we conducted the on-site interview sessions that was between August 4th and August 7th. And then from there the assessor.
Finalized the report early September. TxDOT was given the opportunity to review the report and you know TxDOT with support from TTI provided feedback comments and I should have changed that date to September 29th.
The original briefing date was September 18th, but it changed to September 29th due to availability. So we ended up having the the briefing just yesterday. So we we we we've used every single bit of this year, this this grant year to complete this assessment and I think that's a tough.
To just how many folks were involved and how much time and energy went into this. It really was a very an exceptionally excellent process and and again a lot of of folks really put a lot of time and energy into into the the outcome so.
What everybody's been waiting for really to kind of understand what the outcome and the output of of the process has been. So we we have a final report draft. We should again be receiving the the final report here in the next week, but we do.
I do have some results to share. The final report provides recommendations for each of those six program areas, including priority recommendations. And also I think what is most important, it provides for each of the 108 questions.
Status and a conclusion for each assessor for each question. So each of the assessors spent spent time documenting whether TxDOT was was, you know, whether TxDOT's practices mean current practices, which is where the state fully meets the objective of the question in development.
Development where the state is actively in the process of implementing the objective of the question or has partially achieved the question's objective under consideration, where a documented proposal or plan for achieving this question's objective is being considered but has not yet been approved or no action has yet been taken.
Or not at this time, which is where a questions objective has neither been implemented nor is being considered for implementation. So you know, and this is also used for questions that are are frankly just not applicable to the state. There are some examples of that, but for the most part and I'll share a table of the status.
But this to me is the real meat of the document. This is the the, the, the real detailed component. And so when this final report comes out, I'm really excited for folks to be able to read through because again for each question it provides whether whether the state is is meeting current practices in development under consideration or.
Or not not considering the questions objective at this time with a summary of what text dot's doing and and this next table is really something that I am very, very proud to share. This is the outcome.
Of the the status for each program area. And so I want to note you know program management, program management is primarily the the kind of strategic direction that the State Highway Safety Office follows the programs, the processes.
That they put in place to kind of guide transportation safety and it's it's kind of considered again the strategic and overarching program area for all of all of the subsequent program areas and and as you can see text dot met current practice for 13 and and you know.
Had had two of the questions that were identified as being in development, education equally as impressive. 20 of the 20 of the areas they were considered, we were considered, you know, having meeting current practices and then one area in development and then also engineering.
13 of the 16 questions we were, we were identified as being, you know, in current practice, two in development, one under consideration. With that, I'm going to transition a little bit to say, you know, the program management, education and engineering, this is the meat and potatoes of what TxDOT does.
And so during the onsites, you'll see there was a lot of TxDOT folks that were being interviewed and were being provided or providing information for these three areas. And I I I wanted to very briefly talk about about the the feedback.
That was received by the assessors. So candidly, I was in the room for the entirety of the on site. I was in several meetings with NHTSA and the independent assessors. I had a lot of conversations with the independent assessors.
And I cannot emphasize enough just how impressed they were with a the amount of information that we provided on the front end. They they the the independent assessors, especially the lead assessor on numerous occasions.
Made the point that this was one of, if not the best process that they've been a part of. These assessors had been involved in anywhere from, you know, as little as as few as five or six of these assessments to as many as twenty of these types of assessments.
Throughout the country and and they were very bullish in in in expressing just how how well TxDOT is doing in terms of in in terms of all these program areas. But but I really wanted to call out program management, education and engineering because again this is.
That's the real heart of the work that TxDOT's doing enforcement and emergency medical services. Texas is doing amazing work. This is outside of TxDOT's purview much of much of these questions. That doesn't mean that TxDOT doesn't have influence and doesn't have.
The, the, the opportunity to to work with law enforcement strengthens our bonds and again a lot of this is identified in the priority recommendations that we're going to share with y'all in just a second and then accessibility. I I would, I would note that many of the accessibility items are some really good priorities.
30 recommendations or some really good recommendations that Texas can consider, but a lot of the items and accessibility frankly were outside of the purview of of Texas Department of Transportation. I'll give an example. There was some discussion about, you know, land use and and as we all know that the Texas Department of Transportation does not have any.
Any any control over land use that is that is home rule not just in Texas but in every state in the country. So I think it gives opportunities for Texas to think strategically about how we can work with our enforcement and our and emergency medical service services and work to.
To improve accessibility. But when you look at this table, it really shows that Texas is a leader in in the United States, that the Texas Department of Transportation and State Highway Safety Office.
Is is absolutely a the the state of the practice throughout the country. I can't emphasize enough just how just how complementary the assessors were of the work that we're doing, of the programs, of the processes.
Of the tools that have been developed within the state we we again we are a leader and and I and I also will note that that is why NHTSA was so bullish about getting text dot to to to to participate in this because again as I've mentioned on several occasions this.
This was a voluntary effort. There are assessments conducted by NHTSA, for example, the impaired impaired driving assessment that that's required, but the pedestrian, the bicycle assessment is volunteer. And I think that again, NHTSA was very clear that they see Texas as a leader in this.
This area, and I know we all know that there's still a lot of work to be done. We're not, we're not sitting on our hands, we're not resting on our laurels. But but but NHTSA felt very strongly based on on what they've seen through, you know, projects like this, the Texas, Texas Pedestrian Safety Coalition, the work that TxDOT has done throughout the state.
The work that the cities are doing throughout the state of Texas, the work that the MP OS are doing throughout the state of Texas, that Texas is a leader in in pedestrian and bicycle safety and really the results of the assessment, which again, you know they don't pull punches. This isn't, this isn't the assessors.
They have no skin in the game. They are independent. They don't work for NHTSA. They were very impressed with a lot of the work that that is happening here. So I really just want to take a minute to applaud Txdot, applaud the work that's being done.
We're gonna transfer a transition here in a second to providing to providing a a a a bit more detail and and I asked each of each of our our subcommittee leaders to.
To go ahead and you know try to provide a couple high level, you know highlights because again you know the recommendations focus on things that they could be doing. I I I can't emphasize enough when you look at this, you know 90% of the questions were either you know something that we're doing 65%.
Are in current practice, but 90% of the work that 90% of the questions that were asked are areas that that that Texas is either in development or or you know in current practice. So kudos tip of the cap. I think that we should all feel very proud. We're on the right track we're we're doing.
We're doing a lot of good work. The data is starting to show that I think that we we we double our efforts, triple our efforts. We continue to coordinate, collaborate, work together. But it was, it was a very positive experience and I think very validating for the independent assessors to come to town and.
And and to to you know kind of again to validate the work that we've been doing and and to clarify that that we are on the right track. Before I transition, does anybody have any questions? I try not to talk too much. So I'm gonna transition to our.
To to to our subcommittee leaders and they're going to get to talk a bit more about the the detailed findings for each of the the areas. But any questions? Let me just double check the chat.
Doesn't look like it at any point. Please feel free to raise your hand or drop a question in the chat. Soleil will be keeping an eye on the chat if I if I don't see it. But but with that I will to all of your pleasure and benefit transition to sharing.
Allowing my my my colleagues here at TTI who led each of these subcommittees and and and a big tip of the cap. So for program management, Gabby Kolodzi, Gabby's on the call today. Gabby is going to go ahead and share you know some of the priority recommendations out of this area.
Gabby, you on?
OK. So very quickly before I hand it off, I do just want to emphasize that the folks that are are going to present each of these program areas did so much work to coordinate, to identify stakeholders to coordinate.
[image: ]
Kolodzy, Gabriella   22:28
Yeah, hi.
Super.
[image: ]
Ettelman, Ben   22:47
With those stakeholders to support those stakeholders and then to enter the data into the portal which the the assessors were very happy with. We were given a lot of credit, TxDOT and the the the the TxDOT and TTI were given a lot of credit for how.
Organize the process was and that's really due to the folks that are about to share these, these, these priority, these priority findings. But I I just, I can't emphasize enough a how much work they did and be how grateful I am to the folks that I'm going to introduce. So Gabby Colazzi from from TTI is going to talk about the program management area and Gabby I will.
Shut up now, I promise.
[image: ]
Kolodzy, Gabriella   23:25
Awesome. Yes. Hey, everybody. So I had the pleasure of leading the program management stakeholder group. You know, the people listed here, you all were so instrumental in, you know, contributing some responses. So thank you for, you know, volunteering your time to do that. It was super helpful.
Some people, you know, you weren't maybe originally identified as a key contributor, but then you connected me with somebody. And so that was, yeah, just like really helpful, you know? So just kind of shows you the variety of people we got from different areas across the state and giving that input.
And then also our text thought partners, you guys did amazing. So thank you so much because I know program management is really just a big representation of what you do in the state. So I highly encourage everyone. Yeah, I just think I wanted to really do this section, this group because I want to see how this all.
Functions in the back end and there's so many things published, right, that maybe we don't always get our hands on. We missed that recording or that meeting. And so it's so nice to see this all in one document. So yeah, if you're just really passionate and seeing how, you know, TxDOT really focuses on pedestrian and bike safety across the state, this is the section for you.
And so next slide, why don't we just look quickly at the recommendations? There are many highlights. If you can go to the next slide. Thanks.
Many highlights in the document. So it's organized really well, but there's like summaries and some feedback right from our NITSA reviewers. So get into those details. But I think something that, you know, just stood out to me is like they say we're in great shape, right? There's 13 completed and two in progress, so we're going to stand out.
Out to everyone else across the country as kind of looking to like a best practice. And so that's really awesome. I think really a lot of those recommendations are just expanding upon what we're already doing. So as an example, right, developing more strategies to use in the media and education.
We do a lot of that. It's just growing it, especially in more spaces. So another recommendation, that second bullet point is just can we expand the pedestrian action safety plan analysis tool to go across all 25 tech stop districts, right, just so that we're just including all of our communities.
Another one that I thought was interesting, and maybe we just weren't connecting with the right people, but it is a a great valid recommendation is exploring more public private partnership fundings, right to complement our government funding of pedestrian and bike safety programs. I think we all know we love that diversity of funds.
And then I think another interesting, which we know about the state active transportation plan, hopefully you were able to attend Greg Reiniger's webinar last week, but that is published. I'll drop the link in the chat just so you can review it again. But a great recommendation that Nitsa mentioned, right, is just ensuring that these action plans are woven.
Into other plans. So we're seeing it at various levels and you know, departments, divisions in our agency and it doesn't just stay in like highway safety. So that really stood out to me as well. But yeah, definitely get in there. It was a very rewarding process. So thank you to everybody and my team that contributed.
I really appreciate it.
[image: ]
Ettelman, Ben   26:53
Thank you, Gabby. And I I do want to take a moment after each of the the, the, the program area recommendations to to to provide the opportunity for folks to ask questions or make comments. It absolutely is appropriate.
For folks to to engage and I'll also mention that these are just the priority recommendations. There are additional recommendations and we're going to talk towards the end of this meeting about the plan that we have for for how we're going to implement these and some of these.
You know some of these these recommendations are are are easy. You know they're they're low hanging fruit and some of them are big lifts and and you know I I can speak on behalf of TxDOT, our TxDOT colleagues at in the State Highway Safety Office. They are extremely excited to.
To to to have this road map essentially for the future and and the last thing that I I should probably say before we transition to all of the rest of these is we you know we are very fortunate that here at TTI we we have a lot of folks that work on.
Things like our strategic highway safety plan and so there's going to be a lot of coordination moving forward with the recommendations. So you know breaking down silos, I think we've done excellent work with with.
You know, groups like this Pedestrian Safety Coalition, the SHSP emphasis area committees, but the the key to being to effectively implementing solutions for these recommendations is going to be a continued collaboration and so.
We're very uniquely situated to to be able to achieve that. So any any questions about the program management area?
No. Well, we'll have some time for for folks if anything comes up. And again, I think when the report goes out, folks will probably have some questions. But Gabby, thank you so much. You really did such a wonderful job. We appreciate it. So let's transition to talking about education.
And Neil Johnson is on the call. Neil Johnson led the subcommittee for this group. So Neil, if you want to talk a bit about the education program area and I will note before before Neil hops on.
There were actually no priority recommendations identified by the assessment team for education because TxDOT is such a leader in this area. That said, we we do have some some recommendations that we identified. Neil, you ready to hop on?
[image: ]
Johnson, Neal   29:39
Yep, I'm all ready. Yeah. Good morning, everybody. So I'm gonna kind of echo the way, but Gabby said it was very I was very happy to lead this this subcommittee and have all the people listed here helping out with all their responses and.
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Ettelman, Ben   29:40
OK, wonderful.
[image: ]
Johnson, Neal   29:55
And helping gather that information, whether they provided it themselves because it wasn't they were an expert in that area or they helped, you know, get that information from other people. All that was very helpful.
And then of course on the on-site interviews we had lots of tech stop people there, but we also had Sherry Matthews group there was who does a lot of the specifically on the education piece does a lot of the the marketing and all that for for tech stop. So it's good to have their perspective there as well and I was also.
Happy to be there and talk about some of the TTI perspective on some of this at the educational piece as well. And I guess before I get too much in the recommendation part, I just wanted to mention some key things I took away from what?
From the on site because I was able to attend the final briefing yesterday and you know some of the things I had noted down as they said we we did a really great job and we provided really great comprehensive information for them.
And they're really impressed, especially with the collaboration and the variety of partners that we have here in the state working on education specifically. And I think that's a testament to Techstock's leadership in helping put all that together through the grant programs, but also just being there as a leader.
For that, for the state, I think this coalition is an example of the variety of partners we could bring together to work on educating our public on on safer roads. And I would say the overall message was that we should be proud of what we're doing here.
So you can go ahead and go to the next slide and we'll talk about the recommendations.
So as Ben talked about, there were no priority recommendations provided from the assessment team. They said that we, you know, we again they that we they're proud of a lot of things that we were doing, but there's definitely still some areas where we can enhance our work in this area.
And I think also maybe deploy our resources more strategically, I think was also another message I got out of that. So these are the three main recommendations that came out of the report was that we could evaluate and document local efforts on pedestrian safety and tying that to.
Either existing or planned high visibility enforcement activities that might be going on. So tying again the education piece to the enforcement piece and how those can work together considering the development of a state sponsored driver education course that's specific to pedestrian bicycle.
Safety. This is a very important area. I know from for me and some of the work that I'm doing. So I think this would be a great stop for the state if we can work on that. And then kind of similar to that is working with TDLR and identifying some resources to support those driver education.
Providers in the state so they can provide the pedestrian and bicycle safety information to the public. So whether that be through training or other means. So those are the three main recommendations that came out. And again, I think the main message I got out of what I heard yesterday was.
We're doing a lot of great stuff, but again, we might meet. There's lots of ways we can probably enhance what we're doing, expand on what we're doing, and just be more strategic about what we're doing and how we're deploying it. That's the main message I got out of it.
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Thank you, Neil. Appreciate it. So it looks like we did have one question from Gary McCallum. Are there any regulations and being being developed for scooter and motorized cycle rental companies? I will say that we had a discussion with NHTSA about whether.
Whether or not this assessment would incorporate the ebikes and electric scooters and we decided not to not to include that just because it it it it it basically would it creates a significant Gray area. However it is something.
It was something that we discussed at length. It was something that came up during the on-site assessment. This is a great question. I think this is something that needs attention and I think from an educational perspective, this is something that.
We all know needs needs needs some attention. So Gary, I I think the answer is TBD on both of those, but it is something that there is a significant level of awareness about. I will also share that from a public health and emergency emergency.
Response services perspective, there was significant concern expressed about about the motorized to scooters and bicycles. This was, you know, I know that there was a bunch of scooters that kind of hit the scene several years ago, but now we also have a significant.
Significant proliferation of of ebikes and and it's a wonderful way to get around but it does present safety issues. It it creates conflicts with pedestrians. It creates conflicts with non motorized bicycles and and and other rolling devices and it and it can also.
Create conflicts with vehicles. So something that I know a lot of a lot of folks are considering, something that this coalition will discuss and certainly something that several of our colleagues who are kind of keeping their finger on the pulse of.
Transportation safety are thinking about. It's something that that definitely needs needs attention. Any other questions from an educational perspective?
Well, Neil, thank you so much. I I appreciate not only your work on this, on this this effort, but everything you do in the area of education and and I think that you know Neil, Neil was involved with the education piece, but he's also very involved in the enforcement piece, so.
Neil was very involved throughout the entire assessment, so really appreciate your time, Neil.
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Johnson, Neal   36:22
Thank you.
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Ettelman, Ben   36:23
Alrighty. So let's move on to engineering. This was a a a a big one. I think that you know what I what I'll note is it's called engineering, but we really considered this more of engineering and planning obviously because it was focused not just on.
The physical, you know the the the the grade of roads or whatever engineers. I'm not an engineer so but what what our engineer friends think about but the the whole process of of data collection, the approach to planning and and the approach to building transportation.
Projects in Texas. And so Joan Hudson led this subcommittee and we we had I will say a significant number of folks from TxDOT on site and and the they had a significant amount of information to share. So Joan, if you want to hop on and and talk a bit about the engineering area.
I would appreciate it.
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Sure. Thanks, Ben. So I led the engineering area. It was very insightful and interesting to work on. We had quite a good team to help with this process and those folks that contributed are listed here and.
I appreciate all of the work that you did to help get this across the finish line. There was a lot to do and a lot of questions and you really came through, so I really appreciate it. The on-site interview participants, mostly TxDOT folks were there and what we heard from the assessors from Ninsa is that.
Texas is among the best, if not the best, in terms of the processes and guidance documents throughout the country. And so they specifically mentioned the roadway design manual as being a stellar document and they called out the recently released the statewide active transportation.
Transportation Plan is an example of how Texas is a leader in transportation, planning and engineering. So kudos to TxDOT and all of Texas.
Getting to the recommendations, we have 7 priority recommendations for engineering across two slides and I'll go through those now. So I mentioned the roadway design manual. There was one thing in that manual concerning pedestrian hybrid.
Concerning pedestrian hybrid beacons at pedestrian crossings on higher speed roads, they wanted to allow the use of those PHB S on roads with posted speed limits, you know, as high as 45 and 50 mph, modifying the TxDOT railway design manual to.
To develop better guidance on when to install a March crosswalk at an uncontrolled crossing, and furthermore, to develop guidelines on the level of traffic control that should be implemented for those uncontrolled March crosswalks based on average daily traffic, posted speed limits, number of lanes, and the presence of a raised median.
And both measures they thought would provide more uniformity in the uncontrolled marked crosswalk implementation and traffic control across the state. Also on the third bullet, creating a bicycle safety action plan to identify the bicyclist specific high crash locations and corridors and.
So the high risk locations and corridors update those periodically that document at least every five years.
And then on this next slide, expanding the Roadway Safety Audit pilot program to conduct Rsas for high crash, pedestrian, bicycle locations and corridors as well as high risk locations and corridors and use that process with independent multiple disciplinary input.
For ped bike design projects as well as existing locations, so pulling in that RSA program to help with identifying solutions.
And creating a schedule to conduct future PSAP Pedestrian Safety Action Plan updates at intervals about every five years. Continuing to work on developing the Texas specific Crash Reduction Factors, the CRFS for safety improvements developed in Texas based on completed safety projects. So.
Review and revise other factors such as service life for projects in the HSIP handbook for improved uniformity.
And then continue to work on developing data, a data warehouse to access and share data and information among key stakeholders. So those were the seven priority recommendations for engineering. And there's other recommendations that aren't priority, as Ben said as well, so.
umm I think that's it for me. Thanks, Ben.
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Thank you, Jim. This was this, this, this area in particular was a big lift and and one that again had several different groups from TxDOT and I think that we we would be remiss if we didn't tip our cap to to Van James Mayfield, Jessica's son and Carol.
Compa Carol recently retired, but the group from the Behavioral Traffic Safety Group and the State Highway Safety Office, they were instrumental in pulling all of the different folks from across Txdot in to answer a lot of these questions.
During the on-site for the engineering, you know we went wire-to-wire in terms of time just because we had so much to share and the independent assessor Mike Sonecki from from the engineering was was just kind of over the moon and and very excited about a lot of the work that that we're doing.
Doing it it it it really again it really Joan wasn't understating the fact that that text dot the the processes the guidance the the the plans that that that that has been developed.
And are continuing to be updated our state of the practice throughout the country. Any questions?
Looks like there was an education question. So Catherine Richardson's asking were there any recommendations related to walking or biking education for school-age children? Again, I think what what I what I don't want, we want to share the priority recommendations. I there are recommendations.
There are additional recommendations and so Catherine, when that when that document is finalized, we can share that I off the top of my head. I don't know if there are anything specific to to walking and biking education. I would be surprised if there wasn't.
But I but I would say that Texas is doing a lot in this area and and I think that we can continue to enhance what we're doing. Neil, anything that you want to kind of add to that response?
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Yeah, I don't recall if there was anything specific about that in there, but yeah, we'll definitely look at that and see. But I think like Ben said, I think there's and that's the message I got overall from the group was we do a lot of great stuff. There's definitely room to expand on what we're doing and you know, make it more strategic and.
Things like that. So even if there's not a recommendation, I think that's still something we should all be considering overall with what we're doing.
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Ettelman, Ben   44:04
Yeah, yeah, I would agree with that. Thanks, Neil. And so a question from Sheeta Karagati, Karagati, apologies if I mispronounced your name. Was there any discussion of how to fund? Oh, really?
[image: ]
Sheida Carugati   44:18
That was perfect.
[image: ]
Ettelman, Ben   44:21
That I never get that. It's always like oh nice try. I I I think this is a great question and and funding is is a concern. I was actually out of town during during the.
[image: ]
Sheida Carugati   44:21
Yeah, it was. Yeah. No, it was.
[image: ]
Ettelman, Ben   44:38
This the webinar that we conducted with Greg Reininger on the the active the statewide active transportation plan. I do think that that address that same question came up when I looked at the webinar notes and and I know this is focusing on SA PS and.
And road safety audits, and I think this is a good question. Funding across the board was discussed, not specifically related to whether you know SS4A funds are are going to run out. But again, this is something that was absolutely discussed.
Did did anybody else that was involved in any of this, the the, the, you know, Gabby, Neil, Joan, Emmy, does anybody recall anything specific about safety action plans or Rd. safety audits being funded?
Does anybody recall anything about that with SS4A? I do not think. I think the answer to this question is no, there was not any discussion.
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Hudson, Joan   45:43
I don't recall any discussion about funding.
[image: ]
Ettelman, Ben   45:52
I think it's an area that merits discussion moving forward and I think it's an area that when when we talk about kind of what's next and how we're we're planning on moving towards implementing solutions for these recommendations, funding's a huge piece.
There there as you saw some there was some recommendations to to continue to kind of seek unique and and and new sources of funding like private, private, public partnerships but.
The SS4A funds have been just absolutely instrumental in a lot lot of work that that folks on this call are are are are doing. So I think that we're we're all watching to to kind of understand what what the the the future funding landscape is.
With the hope that that we will have new funding sources. But I also think that this is an area that TxDOT again is a leader. I will say that while this wasn't specifically spoken about, there was discussion about.
Just how much text dot does fund in terms of safety projects and one things also share.
When the when the engineers were were, when the engineers were all in the room talking about the engineers, our planners and techs that were all in the room, they they had to, they were very clear with the assessors and anybody who's ever talked you know went to road safety, there were traffic safety conference in August.
Txdot views every project as a safety project, so every project has goes through a series of safety considerations before it is designed and implemented. And Txdot has several tools that they use. And again, these are all documented in the report and I'm excited for everyone to be able to read these.
But that was really the message that was that was expressed time and again by the folks that that that that presented during the onsite is is that you know whether it's a major.
Roadway reconstruction or a a you know, a minor intersection improvement. Every project is considered a safety project at tech stop and that the the the consideration and design and the approach is always.
The approach to that is always evaluated thoroughly. So the money comes with that that that is an area where text dot you know indicated they put their money where their mouth is. So but we're going to have to be we're going to have to be constructive and and and and creative.
I think moving forward because the funding landscape is changing, it's kind of a long meandering answer and I apologize that we don't have a a more direct answer, but it's a it's a concerning one. OK, let's transition to enforcement. You're very welcome. Thank you so much for for chiming in. Anything else that anybody else has?
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Sheida Carugati   48:46
Thank you.
[image: ]
Ettelman, Ben   48:53
If not, we will transition to enforcement and my colleague Amy Shields will discuss this this topic.
[image: ]
Shields, Emmaline   49:04
Awesome. Thanks, Ben. So I want to echo my colleague sentiments. Thank you to everybody who participated on the subcommittee, provided answers from your own perspectives, and also went out of your way to provide responses from others not listed.
here. Y'all were awesome. You made my life so much easier meeting all deadlines. So thank you so much for your input. Um
I was on the briefing call yesterday. So before we get into the priority recommendations, I just wanted to say what the assessors thought the state is doing really well, specifically what the Texas Department of Transportation is doing really well. So the first thing that they think Texas has the best if open source crowd.
Database in the country, which is super helpful in identifying countermeasures and locations to reduce pedestrian and bicycle crashes. They also were impressed with Txdot's ability to assist local agencies in crash analysis as well.
And in terms of disseminating information to local agencies, with the state being as big as it is, they're really impressed with the traffic safety specialist and their ability to connect and work with local agencies to provide a lot of the educational materials that are produced through grants by the state.
So um, you can go to the next slide.
So before we get into these, I just want to say a lot of these priority recommendations are outside the purview of tax dot, but still should be addressed by other agencies and stakeholders throughout the state. So there are 4 priority recommendations for enforcement.
The first being to emphasize the life-saving benefit of enforcing pedestrian and bicycle laws in both the basic recruit training Academy and in-service training for law enforcement officers, giving equal emphasis to pedestrian and bicyclist education and enforcement.
The second priority recommendation was to create and distribute a compilation of best practices from around the state for training officers and effective enforcement of pedestrian and bicycle countermeasures.
3rd, strive to involve law enforcement personnel during the planning stages of roadway engineering modifications at all levels of government. And then finally, to formalize a process to inform state and local law enforcement agencies of new roadway engineering applications and technology to address the questions.
One, how should they be properly used? And two, what enforcement actions are authorized by statute based on the implementation of new roadway engineering applications and technology. So again, some of these are outside the purview of TxDOT, but overall.
They were really impressed with everything the state is doing. And yeah, again, thank you to everyone who contributed to this subcommittee and answered the questions.
[image: ]
Ettelman, Ben   52:10
Thank you, Amy. Appreciate it. Any questions about the enforcement area?
So I think you know this, this is and I'll talk a bit more about the the process that will follow in the next grant year. But just because it's outside the purview of text dot doesn't mean that text dot doesn't have the ability to to to coordinate and collaborate and that's really the the role that they'll play.
You know, moving forward in the role that the groups like the Texas Pedestrian Safety Coalition will play.
Sydney asked Can you explain what enforcing ped and bicyclist laws means? So Emmy, do you want to feel that or do you want me to?
I can handle it. So from my understanding and there'll be and there's there's a a more thorough explanation and description within the report but but this is actually this is this is actually something where the the independent assessor just indicated that.
That Texas has some some strong and strong pedestrian and bicycle laws in place. The Lusa Tory Smith Act is an example, but there was discussion about, you know, the the kind of gap between the ability to enforce these and and Neil might Neil Johnson.
Might be able to talk a bit about this as well based on his experience, but ensuring that we have processes in place where we're educating law enforcement on what ped and bicycle laws are. There's discussion again about ensuring that.
In in what is that?
In police Academy in the there's a lot of discussion about police Academy. Again that is outside the purview of of of TxDOT and not something that that as a transportation person I'm very familiar with at all. But the the the discussion did circulate around how we can ensure that.
That pedestrian and bicycle law enforcement is being discussed with within the within the police Academy. Neil, do you have anything to add?
[image: ]
Johnson, Neal   54:38
Yeah. One thing I can add is when I was having a discussion with the law enforcement person from this, from the committee, a discussion that we had one a little bit was, yeah, that we're making sure we all that we're understanding when we're talking about enforcing laws, enforcing pedestrian bicyclist laws.
We're not always talking about enforcing the laws just to those people walking and biking, but also to drivers and their responsibilities and all of the things that go along with driving that that involve people walking and biking.
So that was definitely something that came up that we talked about for sure. And I know we emphasize that in the trainings that we do at TTI. So I think that also was a part of the conversation and I hope and I from my understanding that's also how they're looking at it as well.
[image: ]
Shields, Emmaline   55:30
Hi, sorry, really quickly. I'm sorry my mic was muted then when I was trying to talk earlier. But yeah, they were a lot of that was like emphasizing to the police academies that pedestrian and bicycle safety shouldn't just a lot of those courses are kind of like advanced. You have to choose to take them later and they wanted.
I think police academies to emphasize the benefit of taking those courses and also including them in the basic Academy at a more important level.
[image: ]
Ettelman, Ben   56:08
I'm muted. Thanks, Emmy. Gina, I see you have your hand raised.
You're still muted.
[image: ]
Gina Torry   56:19
Sorry. So, yeah, thanks. I just wanted to bring up the fact that the new Texas crosswalk law, the Lisa Tori Smith Act, it's not even in any of these trainings. So we've talked to law enforcement who have no idea that there is a new Texas crosswalk law. It's not in.
Any training that we know of. So the fact is that it's pretty basic text dot through Citizens Rd. Safety. We now have a basic basic training material that explains the law. But the fact is that it's not just up to the pedestrians to do XY or Z. Cars and vehicles and drivers are now under obligation under the new Texas.
Crosswalk law. It's pretty basic, but despite the fact that this law went into effect in 2021, nobody, including anybody here, has integrated this new law into training materials. So I put that out there because it's at this point it's inexcusable.
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Ettelman, Ben   57:11
Thank you, Gina. I think that's a a a very fair and very unfortunately frustrating point. We had a webinar earlier this year where Gina and some colleagues in the Fort Bend area talked a bit about their challenges.
With with the adjudication of of this law, but yeah, it's been in effect since 2021. So this is an area that I think that moving forward, our task force is going to have to spend a significant amount of time strengthening our relationships with law enforcement.
To to determine how we can best ensure that first that there's awareness, so there's an education component and and and how we can, you know, should I say this?
Integrate pedestrian safety laws into the culture of law enforcement. I think there's there's maybe a little bit of a cultural disconnect and I think Neil mentioned that he has some educational components in in the work that he's doing and and he you know we we.
At TTI, I obviously believe via TTI techs I believe just how important this is, but I think we can do better and I think that's what Gina is saying and has been saying. And Gina, I really appreciate you being here and all the work that you're doing to to to to continue to.
Help this law that has been in place since 2021 be enforced.
Mhm.
[image: ]
Gina Torry   59:06
ADA, when my sister was killed, tell me that and you know, very, very harshly that, you know, hey, look, the way it works in Texas is this. The pedestrian has to yield to the driver. Well, that's no longer the case. And so we do have that the law is pretty straightforward.
Again, we'll be happy to to share materials. Citizens Rural Safety does have a Texas wide grant where we are going to go to selected counties through throughout Texas that have high high crash rates to to do some awareness raising of the new Texas crosswalk law. But I think everybody here in whatever capacity.
The capacity you have in terms of your outreach to law enforcement, it's a pretty easy integration. But the question is, is the bureaucratic or political will there to to actually raise the awareness of the new law? We found that a lot of people are resistant to the fact that drivers can now face a penalty.
Now face, you know, they can face a jail time or a fine for failure to stop and yield to a pedestrian. I know that's uncomfortable because that's not the way it was before, but but we need to start informing drivers and law enforcement about the fact that this law exists and how to turn up to a scene where you.
Had a child who's been struck and injured, losing all of their front teeth, for example, inside of a crosswalk. How, as a law enforcement officer, do you now have the tools to actually arrest the driver on the spot?
And that's it for me. Thanks.
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Ettelman, Ben   1:00:37
Thank you, Gina. I I think this is a, I appreciate the engagement and I appreciate the the the emphasis put on this area. And again I think just because we're doing really well in the areas that are kind of in our.
Lane, so to speak. We need to make sure that we are doing everything we can to to again impact the culture in in the other disciplines and law enforcement is one that is on our radar in terms of strengthening our relationships.
I I'll note that that JJ Crossley has some some resources that they developed at Farm City and and then I think Joan also mentioned there's a new law about sidewalk users. It's about bicycles and scooters and other roadway users. So getting the.
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Gina Torry   1:01:31
Yeah. And I and I want to add to that. I'd just like to add to that in terms of, you know, what Jay said, it shouldn't be up to one organization, whether it's farm or city, whether it's Citizens for Rd. Safety. The onus here, you know, really lies on on all of us to be doing it. So just because one, you know, one grant didn't get renewed or you know, this happens or whatever, it shouldn't be up.
To one entity, one person, we all have to be doing our part. And if we're not all doing our part, then it's impossible to to think that, you know, that's your wheelhouse. You know, you stick to it. We all have to be doing this. If there is a new law, we need to be getting the word out to law enforcement, even if that means, even if, even if it's uncomfortable and we're not, you know, it's not.
Something that we're used to doing, we still have to do it.
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Ettelman, Ben   1:02:15
I agree. I agree. Um and I think again that's that's a a wonderful call to action and and one that will will carry forward.
So thank you again, Gina. We appreciate it. OK, let's transition to our second to last program area, the Emergency Emergency Medical Services. Kathy Brooks led the subcommittee. Kathy did a phenomenal job pulling.
Really just all of the the the the the leaders in the state of Texas in terms of emergency medical services. I will say the on-site during the on-site the the the independent assessor was floored by the the the the kind of threat of of.
Experience and leadership that we were able to get to to to attend on site. So Kathy, do you want to talk a little bit more about the EMS area?
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Brooks, Cathy   1:03:08
Thank you, Ben. Yeah, I want to start out with talking about that panelist that was in there that covered the EMS program area was Dan Mance of former Vermont Department of Health Director. He said it was one of the.
Most well organized visits that he's encountered as one of these panelists on these assessments and that as far as.
Bicyclists or pedestrians that are injured in Texas, if that they'll get the best treatment, Texas gets an A+. Very, very impressed with everything that Texas is doing in these areas and.
So as we mentioned that the.
Of the of the recommendations, they were current in 10 and in development in eight and pretty much what they brought out was that we're doing a great job and the recommendations that they put forward are just.
Probably the logical next steps that we would be taking anyway had it not been a part of the assessment.
And going through with the the idea of collaboration that's been marked multiple times and then again with with Joan and engineering where she mentioned a data warehouse, so.
I really want to. I want to step back just a second because what I didn't do very well yet is to really call out those on the task force that put me in touch with the right people that reached out to people in their own area that were able to come back and provide great information that was.
Able to give this panelist the information that they needed to really do a deep dive into it. And then all of those of course that were on on site. Huge, huge thank you to all of you because you did the big lifting. I did the hey, please help and you all just stepped right up and.
Gave us so much good information in a very timely manner. So I cannot speak enough to the great efforts that were done by those who provided information, put us in contact with the right people and then showed up for the in-person interview. So thank you, thank you, thank you.
But to move on to the recommendations, as I mentioned, they said that these are basically our our next steps that we probably would naturally have come into starting out with that sharing of information to build with that collaboration if we.
Can combine all of this great data that we have that it can be better accessible, more easily accessible by any from analysts, researchers, policy makers, anybody involved in injury prevention that can help look at that data, analyze it and then better.
Apply countermeasures to.
Help identify, reduce those injuries or to better.
Address injuries after the fact. Um.
The first thing is to try to reduce the number of severe, the number and severity of of injuries. By having this data they can we can address some of those hot spots and and some of those behaviors that will help us reduce the severity and number of those injuries and that will be a high return of our on.
Return on our investment for effort in this area. Another one was to bring the right people together to assess those decisions, encouraging those partnerships in the engineering side.
So it's inviting the law enforcement EMS in participating in the design meetings, in considering and evaluating the safety measures in doing some of those Rd. safety audits.
Any new projects, so really working collaboratively across the board, not just within text dot, but then beyond in these other areas to help inform and improve what we can do as we're as we're looking for that return investment into reducing.
The number and severity of injuries to pedestrians and bicyclists and then finally understanding that.
Identifying that the the data that would be beneficial to be included in some of these databases, including the the injury survey surveillance systems, the ISS.
To have that more uniform and to use that information, what does it cost to?
Provide services and health benefits to somebody who's already injured after the fact and then looking at those to be able to also looking for those return on investments.
And one thing he did mention is that the EMS folks, they're really focused on our trauma, our trauma systems. They're really focused on after the fact, looking for providing great care, but really partnering with them. They're great people to partner with.
And doing the outreach and the education. So talking to people before and maybe we can help prevent if they're seeing what's happening after and they can share some of those insights with people to help encourage them to change those behaviors before that would be another great opportunity for collaboration in.
Reducing the number and severity of injuries for pedestrians and bicyclists. Very, very impressed with what we were, what they were given, very impressed with what we'd have and really felt like we're doing a great job and these would just be things we would naturally be.
Developing based on the information that they were provided for what we're currently doing. So thank you again to everybody who participated.
Great, great outcome on on our EMS recommendations.
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Ettelman, Ben   1:10:02
Thank you so much, Kathy. Anybody have any comments or or?
Questions about the EMS area.
I will transition to our last program area and this was led by our our colleague Micah Leonard, who has left TTI. So she's not here to share this, but everybody here knows Micah and she's she's doing great.
Work in her new role down in San Antonio and and and we still get to interact with her, but I'm going to go ahead and share out the accessibility feedback. But I did want to just again note just how much we appreciated the folks that participated.
As as key contributors and on-site and if I missed anyone because I had to kind of try to pull this all out, I apologize in terms of the priority recommendations that were provided the the there's the recommendation to continue collaborating with local transit.
Agencies and local jurisdictions to relocate transit stops to reduce conflict between crossing pedestrians and high speed traffic. Examples of this happening in Houston, Austin and and so this is something where you know working to again collaborate to kind of.
Provide those best practices. Identify those high crash locations and work with local transit agencies to relocate can make a major difference. Identify and pursue additional funding sources to support sidewalk repair and or sidewalk construction on local roads.
Identify and pursue additional funding sources for pedestrian scale lighting for both local and state roadways and then completing the state wide multimodal plan to understand gaps in transportation access and I wanted to.
Kind of briefly mention go back to to Hayden Walker's comment earlier in this chat where she talked a bit about some of the road safety audits that she's been on with and having folks who are are are disabled.
Perhaps folks that are rolling it. It's really important that we we continue to incorporate folks that have that that that that don't have the same access as everyone else that that rely on sidewalks because they're either in a wheelchair or because they they are.
You know, blind and visually impaired. We need to make sure that those folks are represented to have seats at the table during the planning process and the the the the development process, the the transportation infrastructure development process. This is something that was pointed out.
Something that we want to make sure that we keep an eye on. I think there's some some recommendations in this area that we can do a really good job of of in improving in terms of the processes that that that that we have here in Texas.
It's a difficult, it's a difficult topic. I will share that you know another item that that we want to focus on is during construction and we know there's a lot of construction happening in Texas all the time during construction ensuring.
That the, the, the, the construction companies that are working on roadway facilities understand they have to provide, they have to provide access because again, when you have somebody who is in a wheelchair or who is blind and visually impaired just shutting down.
A segment of the sidewalk and walking away significantly impacts. I should say significantly severely impacts these individuals ability to to access, you know.
Their places of business, their, their families, doctor's appointments, etcetera. It's a big deal and this is something that I think that we want to talk quite a bit more about. So a lot of work I think that we can think about with this subject area and I want to transition to talking about next steps.
Suzette, our great collaborators, yes, as a blind pedestrian have difficulty in some areas getting around, but our wheelchair users still have great difficulty just getting down the block and it it it is something that is.
Upsetting what I will say just as an aside. Um.
We what we need to do and and I think this is something that folks don't realize that text dot is very responsive when these things come up. I think that there needs to be a better system in place to make sure that we can get the word to text dot. But I've personally witnessed text dot be very responsive when these issues arise. The problem is that they arise too often.
And and we need to make sure that that responsibility and that accountability is, is is taken by the folks that are you know again working on these roadways. I I know that those are big projects, those are big jobs, but you you can't cut corners when it comes to providing everyone.
In our society with accessibility. So that said, if there's no other questions, I'll kind of transition to the next, the next portion. I know that we're kind of tight on time and this is a lot of information, but I want to, I want to talk about the the next steps in the future of the Pedestrian Safety Task.
Force. So at the outset of 2026, which is basically tomorrow, the task force is going to transition to the group responsible for implementation of recommended actions. The the process will be.
To formalize, and I'll talk a bit more about this, formalize our task force to go through the process of reviewing recommendations, developing a ranking criteria for prioritization.
Conducting a workshop to rank priority recommendations and then documenting the ranked recommendations in a technical brief for TxDOT. This work is going to happen starting tomorrow through February of 2026. And so again, this is going to be looking at all of the recommendations, not just the priority recommendations.
And and the ranking, the ranking criteria and and the framework that we need to essentially develop is going to to kind of look at OK, what is in tech stocks control, what is in local control, local transportation jurisdictions control, what are areas where there needs to be additional?
Core coordination, what is within our within our ability to to to make significant impact soon. So there's going to be a a a significant amount of thought that we need to put into this.
But it is very important that we that that we thoughtfully work through the recommendations that have been provided to identify, identify, identify recommendations to develop implementation plans.
Which will be the role of our subcommittees to again create a framework for development of implementation plans, begin development of said implementation plans and then really work with our executive committee to review input and revise implementation plans. And this is going to happen in the latter half of.
The next grant year, the March to August time frame. So this is a high-level overview. My I, I, I was talking with my colleagues yesterday. You know the the folks that work very closely on this project, those that you've heard from today.
About the process and one of the items that I really want to emphasize is that moving forward to make sure that we are are are taking seriously the the input from this the the the recommendations and the input from this report we need to formalize the the.
The Pedestrian Safety Task Force. So we're going to create a much more formal process for nomination and selection of executive and subcommittee membership and and and you know follow a process where there's a formal invitation and a formal commitment from our membership. You know folks kind of previously and understandably kind of would.
You know kind of dip in and out and that's that's that was understandable because again we we had some kind of high level work but we're going to be in you know really in the weeds and I think there's you know there was 98 people on this call at one point.
We're down to only 87, so we didn't lose that many folks, that that many folks. There's a lot of people who are very, very, very interested in ensuring that this isn't just a plan that sits on the shelf that that we are able to implement.
Solutions that will that that will actually move, move the state forward. And I think that I also wanted to mention that you know TTI staff, it will facilitate and coordinate these executive and subcommittee meetings.
And TTI is going to handle the heavy lifting. So when we, you know, are developing implementation plans, you know, we're we're not going to be asking, we'll figure out what the ask is in terms of time. It's not going to be nothing, but we're not going to be asking folks to be spending, you know, 20 hours of their week working on something.
But we are going to ask folks who are committed to providing significant input and oversight into this process. And then again, these implementation plans will be will, you know, identify the appropriate group to hand off these implementation plans to so.
This is a high level overview of what we are are are tasked with next year. We are very excited. I think that when the report comes out, I think there's still going to be some time for us to look critically at some of the information that was provided. And I think that we also as a task force have the ability to go.
Above and beyond what is recommended. I I don't want anyone to think that that that that text dot or you know anybody involved in this process is you know kind of popping champagne and saying the job is done. I think that what what we know is that our you know we're.
We're focused on the right things and we're headed in the right direction. But as I mentioned in the beginning of this meeting, it's really about doubling down our efforts. It's really about continuing to identify the correct partnerships, the correct, the correct folks to work with.
To ensure that we can successfully implement solutions that address these recommendations and and I I know that Txot is very takes that very seriously and is very excited about that process. So I I really want to emphasize that.
The folks on this call as well as others throughout the state, it's imperative that we get the right folks involved in our task force moving forward as we're going to have a lot of a lot of work to do and TTI is is poised and ready to to support that.
But again, we really rely on the membership of this coalition and and other stakeholders throughout the state. So that'll be that'll be a big lift and something that we're very excited about.
Anything specific that folks want to mention? Oh, and and I did see that Hayden mentioned something about the, you know, happy week without driving. I think that's awesome. You know, 30% of our population doesn't drive and so it's a great opportunity to to kind of experience what they experience.
So I'm sorry I didn't highlight that, Hayden, but it's such a great point and Jay provided some more resources on on on funding, which we appreciate. Jay appreciate all of the input and the support that you've provided.
Um, any comments or thoughts on the?
Back one slide to the timeline. Sure, so.
Again, the first half of next year, October through February, we'll be focusing on reviewing recommendations and prioritizing those recommendations. And then the latter half of the next grant year, March through August, we'll be focusing.
On developing implementation plans.
Is there any other questions that folks have about about the?
About this.
Thank you, Jay. We appreciate that. We have a lot. We have a lot of work to do, folks. I don't want us to, like I said, I don't want us to sit here and rest on our laurels. I think this was a huge opportunity. I want to emphasize when this report comes out, I when we had and I and I was hoping that we were going to be able to share this today. I want to emphasize that.
This report belongs to the state of Texas and this is our opportunity to to really think critically about what we need to do next. So I want to make sure that everybody who's on this call, who's engaged with pedestrian safety.
Has the ability and the time to review that and to provide comments and say, hey, you know what, I think we can do better and I think that's going to be part of the next step. And so I know that that's something that's supported by our, our folks, our, our, our, our.
Our colleagues at TxDOT. So you know, again, I think that we want to go above and beyond that is the plan and you know, TxDOT's goal to end the streak. We have to continue to do our part to ensure that we're.
Doing everything that we can to enhance pedestrian safety and and vulnerable Rd. user safety in the state of Texas. I think that we can expand that.
So that's all we have on the assessment. I know that it's a lot. I appreciate everybody taking their the time to be here today. I know we're just about out of time, but I did want to ask, does anybody have any stakeholder updates? We do have a couple minutes left. Does anybody have anything that they want to share? I certainly.
Understand if everyone's gonna need to take a a moment to take a step back, but in anything before we sign off.
So we will. We will.
Oh yes, the week without driving. Hayden's providing some information about it and and I and I've heard from some other of my colleagues like Joan Hudson about this week without driving. It's a great, it's a it's a great opportunity for us to to again experience what many do. Mary.
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Vo, Mary   1:25:48
Yeah, uh, just a general update that, um, yeah, October 1st, uh, tomorrow marks 10 years since as the Boston City Council adopted the Vision Zero Bold. Um. And yeah, we've got like a.
Little event to come rememorate that next Friday, not this Friday, just given the the scheduling for all the the speakers that we had lined up. But yeah, just to echo the second sentiment that yeah, y'all have mentioned before that did. There's always a lot of work done and it's kind of actually.
So we've been working on, we're gonna be releasing A10 year report about Austin's progress that same day. So yeah, we'd love to also share that through the network once it's out. But it's it's just as we were working on it, we were just kind of in disbelief like how has it been 10 years? And so the work never stopped.
But yeah, that's just an update from us.
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Ettelman, Ben   1:26:47
Thank you, Mary. That's really exciting. Yeah. Please share that with me and I'll, I'll make sure that everybody in the coalition gets that information and you know, I think again.
A lot of work to do and a lot of work that's been done. And I, you know, I know that this, this assessment kind of focused more at the state level, but Mary was one of the one of the individuals that did you know talk about some of the work that they're doing and it was actually from the enforcement perspective, but but really.
It's it's an interconnected process. We have our our local, regional and our state folks working together and then Gabby with Gabby mentioning that you know actually I was going to get to that Gabby. But yes, we also have National Pedestrian Safety Month. So October is going to be a big month we'll reconvene.
We've seen the coalition pretty, pretty quickly, probably probably in about a month, maybe early November. So everybody is really on the same page about what the next steps are. We'll be sending out information about the task force if if folks are interested in the task force, I really.
Emphasize just how important it is that we we get folks that are that that are serious about seeing some of these recommendations be identify solutions for recommendations to be implemented and then finally once the report is final and and and text dot.
You know, kind of gives us, gives us the green light. We will make sure that all of y'all have the opportunity to review that and I and I think that it would be relevant for us to reconvene to have a discussion about that. So with that.
A lot more to come, a lot of work to do. But so this is a milestone and I I think that we should be at the very least happy with the fact that we are are at this milestone. We kind of understand where we've been, what we, where we've, where we've been, what we've done.
But most importantly what we have left to do and so that that is the work that's left to be done and I'm excited to do that work with with all of the folks on this call. So thanks again to everyone who who who provided support participated and with that I think we can go ahead and.
End the call, but I do appreciate everybody's time today.
Thanks, everyone. Take care.
[image: ]
Conlin, Marisa   1:29:19
Bye, bye.
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