
Shifting the Paradigm 
for Safety in Texas & 

Beyond

August 18, 2022



What We’ll 
Cover Today:

• The Problem
• Safe System approach
• Need for change
• Renewed national urgency, action
• What’s next?
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is not a slogan…
not a tagline… 
not even a program.

Vision Zero is fundamentally 
different – focusing on Safe 
Systems.

It is a paradigm shift.13



If something doesn’t work,
let’s do it differently







In the U.S., Black drivers about 2x as likely to be pulled 
over & about 4x as likely to be searched by police.
Source: The Stanford Open Policing Project
Photo: Genaro Molina / Los Angeles Times
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Managing Speed for Safety



Building Complete Streets



We Know How to Fix Deadly Streets

Image: Transportation for America, Stephen Lee Davis

In U.S., locations where people 
most likely to be hit & killed while 
walking: 
- 97% had 3+ lanes 

- 70% forced walkers to cross 5+ 
lanes to reach the other side

- 75% had speed limits higher 
than 30mph

— Journal of Transport and Land Use, 2021



Designing Complete Streets: 
Macon, GA
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Designing 
Complete 
Streets: 
Fremont, CA24



Managing Speed for Safety: 
Charlotte, NC
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Managing Speed for Safety: 
Denver, CO

Denver City Council votes to lower
residential speed limits from 25 to 20 mph
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Policy Commitment Backed up by $$

$6 Billion/year ->
Locals, regions & 

tribes
to advance Vision Zero 

planning & 
implementation to 
reduce crashes and 

fatalities, especially for 
people walking & 

biking.



What role will you
play in this shift?



Leah Shahum
leah@visionzeronetwork.org
www.visionzeronetwork.org

@visionzeronet


