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“Policy 1 Prioritize the protection of human 
life over all else in the planning, design, and 
operation of Austin’s transportation 
network”

“The goal of speed management is to 
minimize crashes and crash severity, using 
the human body’s tolerance for impact force 
as the guiding tool.”
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Incorporating speed management 
principles into City design guidance
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nacto.org/safespeeds



Speed limit reductions
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Before After

Lowered over 850 miles of residential streets to 25 mph (summer 2020)



Lowered most urban core arterials to 35 mph or less 
(summer 2020)

Before After
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Speed limit reductions on 50 more 
non-urban core arterials 
(summer 2022)
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Reformed traffic calming program
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Key changes from previous program:
• Uses data-driven approach to identify highest 

priority streets 
• Reorients criteria and weighting towards reducing 

high end speeds and serious injury/fatality reduction
• Equity factors incorporated into scoring
• Utilizes lower-cost strategies and ramps up as 

appropriate

austintexas.gov/department/speed-management
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Vision Zero “Safe for All” Equity StoryMap

Reorienting project 
prioritization towards more 
equitable outcomes

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4a57b61a0dc9444a9d117dc69f3a898e
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austintexas.gov/department/speed-management
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Strategies for arterials 
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Barton Hills Drive 
protected two-way cycle track

46% decease in number of cars 
going over 35 mph

67% decrease in number of cars 
over 40 mph
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Before After

S. Pleasant Valley Rd. 
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https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/zerodeaths/zero_deaths_vision.cfm



Speed Management in Austin

Messaging
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Sources: 
Citations: Austin Police Department
Fatalities: Austin Vision Zero
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