
Trucks and 
cars might 
leave the 
scars…

But reporters 
can be 
morons



https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/investigations/article/Out-of-Control-Walking-cycling-in-Houston-13330465.php


The carnage cuts across age and class, gender and ethnicity, 
though men and minorities seem to be overrepresented in the 
deaths. It impacts able-bodied pedestrians as well as those in 
wheelchairs or who are unable to walk safely on their own. 
People bleed or die on city sidewalks, along rural county roads 
and on suburban streets. Those who survive often spend 
months or years rehabilitating injuries that leave lifelong pain 
and rob them of passions such as cycling. The memories leave 
them anxious every time they traverse the region's streets.

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/investigations/article/Out-of-Control-Walking-cycling-in-Houston-13330465.php

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/investigations/article/Out-of-Control-Walking-cycling-in-Houston-13330465.php


The Houston area averages 150 pedestrian and bicyclist 
fatalities annually and more than 350 serious injuries



• There is no such 
thing as an 
“accident” when we 
write about traffic 
fatalities.

• Too often, sentences 
are structured as if 
the objects are in 
control.





• Crash not “accident”
• More personalization and 

less object
• Equally point out 

conditions and focus as 
equally on the unknown 
factors of drivers are the 
unknown factor of 
pedestrians and cyclists.

• Point out a lack of 
conditions instead of a 
failure of the pedestrian 
or cyclist.



Dug Begley
Houston Chronicle
713-362-6285
dug.begley@chron.com
Tw: @DugBegley
Fb: @PoppedClutchCity
Fax: Seriously?

mailto:dug.begley@chron.com
twitter.com/DugBegley
https://www.facebook.com/PoppedClutchCity

